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Issue 4393, September 2013 
 

Next club meeting: September 23rd, 2013, 7:00 pm, West Side Café, Camp Bowie Blvd 
 

Presidents Corner: by Ken Knotts 
 

Congratulations to Rick Byrd and Murry Adams. They participated in the IMAC World Team trials September 8-9. Murry 

Adams won the Intermediate class and Rick Byrd was second in unlimited. Both qualified for the World IMAC Championship 
to be held in Muncie, Indiana in October, 2014 and will compete with pilots from around the world. 

Ken Knotts    

President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

Vice Presidents Report: by Will Campbell 
 

No report this month

              
Will Campbell    

Vice President, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
 

August Meeting Minutes: by Tab Bowland 
 

Amendment to follow.

 

Tab Bowland 

Secretary, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 

 

Treasurers Report: by Gary Alphin 
 

Currently membership is at 196 including 5 new members 

since last meeting. Thank you all for joining as it is the 

membership that keeps this beautiful flying site leased and 

maintained! 

 
Overall Membership is down about 15% from last year - as 

we are headed for the end of the year!  

 

Speaking of Memberships, I am now taking membership 

dues for the year 2014. By the time you read this, AMA 
headquarters will have started the 2014 membership drive 

on September 15th and I’m going to start the Thunderbird 

Membership drive also. I’m beginning the drive via this 

newsletter in hopes that I can cut down on some of the 

membership letters which will be mailed in November.  

This way the club can save some postage and mailing 

supply cost. Please mail or give me your membership dues 

monies at the club meeting or at the field. I don’t need your 
AMA# as I already have it and will verify before the end of 

the year. I can take cash, check or PayPal.  

 

Keys will be distributed at the Christmas party meeting in 

December or  mailed to paid members about a week before 
Christmas. Keys will be available in plenty of time before 

the locks on the gates are changed January 1st.  

Gary Alphin 

Treasurer, Fort Worth Thunderbirds 
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TX Wings SPA: by Tim Reed 
 
We had a great time with 17 entries and 16 pilots. 

 

Tony and I were able to pull in 3 pilots in the B-Novice, 2 from Wings, Greg and Charles, and my brother Frank. So Wings 

had 4 pilots including myself.  

 

The new novices did really well for the limited practice they got and since they are fairly new pilots. 
Greg won the engine raffle taking home the Nova Rossi and I think he and Tony have come up with a plane that will do the 

engine justice. Charles was flying with a Tiger2 which is a good starter plane. 

 

We were down about 5 pilots because some of their planes had grass allergies...lol, and some had overlapping events.  

 

Frank Halpin made it out despite some problems and won the Dirty Birdy raffle. Mark Ehlers won the Nova Rossi 60CR 
and muffler combo and, as said before, Greg won the Nova Rossi 60CF.W e had a few small raffle items that we did not get 

to so we'll pass those on to the finals at Thunderbirds. 

 

I had a lot of support from Wings this year as well as Terry from Thunderbirds. We had Elton, Billy, Gabe, Terry, Terry, 

Jeanne, Brian, Joel, and Tonia as well as other Wings members that stopped in to help. It was AWESOME, they helped so 
much! 

 

My good friend Rod Balch sang for us at a great Mexican food restaurant. Rod is doing well on the charts 6 spots above his 

inspiration Bob Dylan. I know it's not the norm but the last 3 events set the entertainment value high. 

 

We ran one flight line and managed 3 rounds on Saturday and 2 rounds on Sunday. 
 

The event ran smooth with no loss of planes. It was a bit hot at around 98 degrees on Saturday but everyone managed. 

Saturday was a partly cloudy so we had some relief from the sun. A small microburst blew through from a rain cloud about 

20 miles away that knocked a tent over while Frank Reed was flying but he was not fazed. 

 

We had a couple Wings members sitting behind the judges learning about scoring and watching the pilots. It opened their 
eyes to numerous things.  

 

A couple people were only able to make the event on Saturday so I held the raffle that evening. We had hamburgers and 

hot dogs for lunch and Tonia and her sister made potato salad that was great.  

 
Sunday had clear skies and a slight breeze. We finished our rounds and had hot dogs, sausage links, and 'hamburger bits'. 

The award presentation was made and we concluded with a volunteer raffle for those that helped out for 2 SPA West hats 

that I had made for the 2013 season. 

Cheers 
Tim 
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Racing 
 

Howdy Racers! 

We had our 4th North Tx. Pylon Racer Org. race on Sept 

7th, at the Richardson RC Club Field.  6 EF-1 racers & 7 

Q-25 racers participated. Weather was real nice, heat 
wasn't too bad, but you had to watch it and drink a lot of 

water. Probably the reason we had such a low turnout! 

 

Q-25s had some really good races. Only two accidents, one 

went in going around south pylon, and the second one sort 
of followed him in. Unrelated, but S---- happens! 

 

EF-1 didn't fare quite as well. We had several accidents on 

launch, one torquing into another. They might want to look 

at the launch procedure for the old Formula One racers, a 

good push to get the air across the tail feathers and 

compensate for torque. (Only my opinion, but then I don't 

race EF-1s, so I don't count!). Over all, Except for the 
accidents, most flyers had fun! Good going Flyers and a big 

OohRah for the Richardson RC Club support, and my 

Young Marine Cpl Holloway! 

 

This is the 2nd time we (1st time, Gary James, 2nd time, 
me) have used the NMPRA Computer Race Program. 

Worked good! 

 
Semper Fi, Gung Ho, & Oorah! 

Verne B. Bell GySgt USMC Retired 

 

 
 

Safety Corner 

 

If an emergency arises at the field call 911 and provide our address: 4300 Winscott Plover 

Road 

 
   

HOTMAC Jet Fly-In 
 
The following photos were sent by Dennis Niles during the HOTMAC Jet Fly-In in Waco. The Futura was piloted by Scott 

Mann. Like the saying goes “you can tell the men from the boys by the price of their toys”. Looks like next year’s calendar 

should be marked to attend this event. 
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Futura Pilot Scott Mann 

 

Modeling 
 

Taken at this year’s British Model Flying Association Nationals is this great Navy F9F Cougar. Built from an Airworld 
kit, this 85-inch turbine jet looks and flies great. Don’t know the pilot’s last name, but builder/pilot Steve gets two 

thumbs up. Nicely done! 
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This giant Clip-Wing Cub is the handiwork of Geoff Dryer, and it’s a beauty! The 15-foot-span plane is powered by a 

Hacker A100-10 motor and Hacker 170 speed control using 12S-2P 6S 6000mAh LiPos for power. That’s 7500 watts! 
All up, the Cub weighs 65 pounds. Thanks to Epic RC for capturing the video and to RC Planes for posting on 

YouTube 

 
 

The above two items were provided by Model Airplane News ‘On line newsletter’ 

B-25D Tondelayo: by Woody 

The FMS Airfield RC B-25 bomber replicates the B-

25D named Tondelayo.  

 
  

The B25-D Tondelayo was named after the famous 

screen actress, Hedy Lamarr, in her starring role 

“Tondelayo” in the 1942 film White Cargo. 

  

 

This particular B-25 was assigned to the 500th Bomber 

Squadron, 345th Bomber Group (Air Apaches), and 

was one of three aircraft known for their remarkable 

mission conducted on October 18, 1943, against a 6,000 
ton cargo ship near Rabaul. 

 

Tondelayo and its wingmen successfully sank the ship, 

but the flight was attacked by some 50 enemy fighters 

while returning to base. During a 75 minute air battle 

of skimming the ocean to prevent a belly attack by the 
fighters, Tondelayo’s top turret gunner shot down five 

fighters and forced another four fighters trying to 

make their attack from underneath to crash into the 

ocean. The surviving B-25D Bomber lost both of its 

wingmen in the process.  
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The following two photos are of my B-25 Panchito (Tondelayo out of stock). Great flying airplane powered by two 

brushless motors, a 3000ma @ 11.1v battery, and retractable gear with sequencing doors. Love it. 

  

 

FW Thunderbirds November Float Fly   Texas Electric eXpo (TEX) Electric Fly In, Saturday 

November 9
th

       November 2
nd

 

  

    

 

CD: Gary Rife: email rowdyjoes@att.net CD: Tom Blakeney 817-734-1917 email: 

tomblakeney28682@yahoo.com 

  

Member’s Planes 
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THUNDERBIRD 2013 CALENDAR 
 

DATE   EVENT     POINT OF CONTACT 
 

October 12-13  Sr. Pattern (SPA)    Gary Alphin/Ken Knotts 
 

October 20th  Benbrook Heritage Fest   Woody Lake 
 

October 20th  Alliance Air Show (tentative)   Ken Knotts 
 

October 26-27  IMAC Event 
 

November 2nd  Electric Fly In     Tom Blakeney 
 

November 9th  Winter Float Fly    Gary Rife 
 

November 16th  Q-25 Race (Rain date: November 30) 
 

December 21st  Club Christmas Party    Club Officers 

 

www.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.orgwww.fwthunderbirds.org 

 

President:  Ken Knotts              

E-Mail: kenknotts826@gmail.com

Vice President:  Will Campbell 

E-Mail: wcampbell@maseratiusa.com
 

Secretary:  Tab Bowland 

E-Mail: glasstron175@hotmail.com 

 
Treasurer:  Gary Alphin        

E-Mail: gary.alphin@gbrx.com 
Safety Officer: Jimmy Newton               

E-Mail:  jim-newton@att.net               

Pilot’s Log:  Woody Lake                       

E-Mail: at6pilot@att.net                                   

SUPPORT OUR ADVERTIZERS 
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$3.00 OFF 
Full Service Oil 

Change for 

Fort Worth 

Thunderbirds 

Len and Debbie invite you to receive: 
 

$3.00 Off a Full Service Oil Change including Oil, Lube    
and Filter. 
Complete Fluid Top Off, Check Tire Pressure and Vacuum 
Interior + 16 point inspection. 

 
 

 

 

 

2850 Fort Worth Highway 

Hudson Oaks, TX 76087 

(817) 594-2602 

 
 Coupons must be presented at time of service.  Offers   

cannot be combined with any other offer. One coupon 

per visit. 

 
 

 
 

 


